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2 18 Diſeourſe 18 publiſhed | in 
Anſwer to the groſs Aſperſions, 
contained in a ſcurrilous Libel 
1 againſt, and addreſſed to, the 
Preacher thereof: Wherein he is boldly 


and falſely charged with advancing Do- 


trine repugnant to the Doftrine of Cur 


Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the 
moſt uncharitable that ever proceeded ont 


of the Mouth of a Chriſtian. | 


Every diſcerning and impartial Reader 
may eaſily perceive the baſe Deſign of the 
infamous Libeller, who plainly appears to 


have ſome bad Views to ſerve; and there- 


fore I ſhall not gratify him wich. a formal 


Anſwer, which he can have no Reaſon to 
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expect from me; ſince he keeps himſelf 


in the Dark, and dares not diſcover his 


real Name, art Place of Abode: Con- 


ſcious of Guilt he dreads a Diſcovery, and 


hates the Light, — his Deeds are 
evil. 


By comparing * Sermon with the 


Libel, it will evidently appear, that the 
withed Author hath made me ſpeak ſuch 


Words as never entered into my Thoughts, 
and then publickly abuſes me for his own 


iniquitous Aſſertions. Had either Truth, 
Was or Good-manners made any Part 


of the Compoſition of T---= D---, I ſhould 


3 been obliged to have fairly conlider- 


ed his Objections; but cannot prevail with 


myſelf to anſwer Scurrility, Falſhood, and 
Malice. I ſhall therefore leave the Writer 4 
of ſo ſcandalous a Libel to the inward 


Girdings and Expoſtulations of his own 
Conſcience, which will prove no ſmall 
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Puniſhniont: to ſo nes a Spirit; and | 


I ſhall further mortify him with'the gentle 
lame of a better Practice. 277 
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The Author, of His Sermon; with all 
its Blemiſhes and Imperfections, ſubmits 
it to the Inſpection of the Publick; and 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner declares, that 1 
what he then delivered from Sr. Mar- Wh. 
garet's Pulpit, he has now publiſhed, Wi 
without the leaſt Addition or Diminution; 1 1. 
ſo that it muſt ſink or riſe in the Eſtima- | 1 
tion of the World, according to the Truth i 
and Weight of what was then advanced bp 
in it, as well as alledged againdt it. 14 


| For every Falſhood of His own, which 
he has reproached Me with, I give him 
real Thanks: For His bitter Curſes and 
Execrations impiouſſy charged on Me, hi 
return him my hearty Prayers, That the 1 
Merciful God, whoſe I am, and whom I Jl 
ſerve, | 


[6] 


quicken his Apprehenſion, 


ſerve, would. 


enlighten his Underſtanding, direct his Will, 


and reſcue him from the Dominion of 
every evil Paſſion, from Pride and Preju- 
dice, from Envy and Hatred, from Ma- 
lice and all Uncharitablenels. 


| May 22, EY, 1 1 
1749. Sept. Turion. 


I Co R. ae. 
For there muſt be 40ſ% Felsefer es among 


you. — 


ſtians, beſides many other ill Conſe- 
quences they are attended with, have 
been obſerved to create in weak Per- 


ant an Opinion very unworthy of, and detri- 
mental to, Chriſtianity itſelf, As if there was no 
real Certainty in that Religion about which fo few 


can agree; or at leaſt, without much Pains and 
Difficulty, it is not to be diſcovered where the 


Truth lies, fince from all Sides there is an equal 


Pretence to it; and therefore, that it is the moſt 
convenient and (according to a new Scheme of Di- 
vinity) a moſt ſafe and infallible Method to act with 
Sincerity in any way, which either, through Pre- 
judice of Education, the Place we live in, our Re- 
ſpect for the Opinion of thoſe we eſteem in other 
Things, or through any other accidental Cauſe, we 
have been accuſtomed to. And that we need not 
8 8 85 55 trouble 


HE Diviſions and Parties among Chri- 
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trouble our Heads” Fats Ir 12 Matter, fince 


all Opinions about the Chriſtian Religion are upon 
an equal Bottom ;, and, that it is of little Conſe- 
quence to which Party of Chriſtians we join our- 
ſelves in Communion and Fellowſhip, fince we 
may obtain the End we aim at, our Salvation, in 
2 

* this Reaſoning proceeds upon an evident 


Miſtake, as if our Saviour Chriſt was concerned, 


to prevent all Hereſies and Schiſms from ariſing in 


his Church, to hinder and ſtifle the falſe Doctrines 


which ſome invent and teach, and others - 
Proſelites to; or elſe, that fince Chriſt does_ 
mit Hereſies ind Schiſms in his Church, 9 3 
he has left Chriſtians at Liberty to e any of 
them, and join themſelves to what Sect or Party 
among Chriſtians they think fit; which is about 
as good Reaſoning, as if a Traveller, being aſſured 
there were many Croſs and Bye-ways, which 
would be apt to lead him aſtray, ſhould upon 
that Account reſolve to go on in any, and not be 
at the Pains of inquiring out the right one. 
God has indeed fotetold that chere will be He 
reſies in the Church, and there is a Kind of Ne- 


ceſſity implied, that it muſt fo fall out. For there 


one, be alſo Here ſies Jou. e 
Hereſy, 


CF 4 
Hereſy, in its primary Signification, is the Te- 
nets and Opinions, which any Sect or Party of 
Men hold or profeſs; and in this Senſe Chriſtia: nity 
itſelf was termed an Hereſy, as we find in St. Paul's 
Defence of himſelf before the Roman Governor. 
This I confeſs unto thee, that after the Way which 
they call Hereſy, fo worſhip I the God of my Ta- 
thers. As xxiv. 14. This Word, in its next 
Signification, denotes Error among Chriſtians in 


Point of Faith and Doctrine, in Point of Unity, 


Order, and Diſcipline in the Church. Error, in 
all or any of theſe, was termed Hereſy; and ſome 
Degree of Obſtinacy, be it more or leſs, is com- 
monly implied in the Notion of it. Afterwards 
the Word Hereſy came to be uſed in a more re- 
ſtrained Senſe, to ſignify Error in Point of Doctrine 


or Faith, and to be contradiſtinguiſhed to Schiſm, | 


which detteted Breach of or 05 concerning Uni- 
ty, or Order and Diſcipline in the Church; and 
this laſt is the common Senſe in which theſe Words 


are uſed to this Day. Now Hereſy in the Text is 


uſed in the more lax Senſe, and does not only 
comprehend what we now term Schiſm in it, but 
peculiarly refers to that Senſe of the Word. For, 
when the Apoſtle, in the preceding Part of the 
Chapter, kad been ſettling Decency and good Or- 
der among them, and blaming them for their Ir- 

B -.::.. regularity; 


— — — 


1 
regularity, what he finds Fault with them for, in 
the Verſe immediately before the Text, I bear that 


there are wade, Schi/rrs or Diviſions amang you ; 
when he comes in the Words of the Text to re- 
ſume What he had before called 2, Schi/ms, or 


Diviſzons, he terms u, which the Eugliſb Tran- 
ſlation renders Here/y, and the verbal Latin, 
agreeably likewiſe to the Greek, Herefs ; but the 


other Latin Tranſlator, following the Senſe of the | 
Context, renders Factiones, Factions, or Parties, 
and is juſtified by the Inſtance of the Irregularity 
and great Abuſe of the Love-Feaſt, which the 


Apoſtle gives and complains of in the following 


Verſes; ſo that this Word does principally and 


more immediately refer to the Breach of Order 


and Decency in the Church; yet ſo as not to ex- 
clude that other more extenſive Signification of the 


Word: Becauſe, when the Apoſtle had uſed a 


limited Expreſſion with regard to the Fault he 
there blames, he afterwards uſes a Word of greater 
Latitude, and takes Occahon to cenſure ai Irre- 


gularities, which offend either againſt the Faith, 


the Order and Decency of Chriſt's Church; l | 


becauſe: the Reaſons which are of Force againſt 


| Herefies in one Senſe, do alſo conclude ' againſt 
them in the other. In this more lax Senſe I pro- 


pete to > uk it, in the following Diſcourſe, for Er- 
8 rors 


rors OY EY to Faith Sag Doctrine, to Vniky, 
* and En Order, or * of chem. 8 


There muſt be 400% H we es among yore ; not by 
any certain Fatality, or previous Allotment of Al- 
mighty God; but through the Perverſeneſs of 
Man's Will, and his Abuſe of that Reaſon which 
God implanted in him, with the Power of uſing 
it to better Purpoſes, namely, the Honour of God, 
and his own Happineſs. For Man was created in 
a State of Freedom, with full Power to chuſe the 
Good, and refuſe the Evil; had moreover an Aſſu- 


De of Life and Happineſs annexed to the one, 


and a Fore-warning of Death and Miſery, inſepa- 
rable from the other; ſo that Man was directed to 
the Side of Virtue and Obedience, but not ſo as to 
cover- rule and neceſſitate his Choice: When there- 
fore, through the Suggeſtion of Satan, Man fell 
from his Obedience and Happineſs together, and 


derived Sin, and the Wages of Sin, to his wretched 


Poſterity; the Action was his own, his own the 
Tranſgreſhon, let God be righteous, but every Man 
g Sinner. It is eſſential to his Nature to be fo, 
and though he permitteth Sin to be in the World, 


yet will he not behold, with any Degree of Appro- | 


bation behold, the Thing that is evil. 
B 2 Man 
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Man is not fatally determined to Sin, nor is 
there any Gulph fixed between us and Happineſs ; 
but conſidering the preſent State of Things, e 
dering the Paſſions and vicious Inclinations of Man- 
kind, and that the ſame Cauſes will produce the 
Gare Effects, it is impoſſible but there muſt be 
Herefhes. For moſt Men take their Religion upon 


Truſt, and are of this or that Religion becauſe 
their Fathers were of the ſame before them, or be- 
cauſe it is the Religion of the Place where they 
live, or upon ſome''other Account equally unſafe 


and ſlippery. It requires Application and Pains to 


be able to give an Account of the Hope that is in 


us. Few there are that examine into the Grounds 
and Evidence of their Religion; fewer ſtill that do 
this effectually. By which means it comes to pals, 
that the Generality of Men are expoſed to the 
crafty Infinuations and Attacks of thoſe who lay in 


wait to deceive, and are apt to be toſſed to and 


tro by every Wind of Doctrine, having no ſecure 


Anchor and Support againſt the Slight and Wiles 


of artful and deſigning Men. Such there are (and 
always have been) who carry on the Work of the 
grand Enemy of our Salvation, and go about ſeck- 
ing whom they may devour. What could be the 
Motives to theſe helliſh Undertakings one would be 
at x Loſs to guess, did not the credible Hiſtory of 
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former Times, and the woetul Experience of our 


own, inform us. Pride and Opiniatry will carry 


Men great Lengths, and the Ambition of fecing 


farther than other People, and maintaining a Ki; ad: 


of Empire in Knowledge, have put Men upon ad- 


vancing and maintaining ſuch wild Notions, and. 


unſound Opinions in Religion, as have involved 


themſelves and others in endleſs Perdition. Men 


of vicious and debauched Lives will be' conftuut 
Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion, and moſt of all 
to thoſe who . profeſs it in its higheſt Antiquity, 
and in its greateſt Purity, And what Marvel! tor 
what Fellowſhip hath Light with Darkneſs, or 
Chriſt with Belial ? If Chriſtianity be the true Re- 
ligion, it condemns them; and therefore Fig 
condemn it. If it points Gict the ſure Way to 


eternal Happincſs, they are certainly in the high 
Road to everlaſting Miſery. Others there arc who 


ſeem to uphold the Reverſe of the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine, and inſtead of Godlineſs being Gain, are 
reſolved that Gain is Godlineſs. Of this Sort there 
were in the Apoſtle's Time (1 with I could fay in 


no other Time beſides) Men who crept into Wi- 


dows Houſes, and for a Pretence made long 
Prayers. 


Sometimes Diſlike and Prejudice to Perſons, by 


a wrong Conſequence, has extended to Things; 
ER, and 


Fo]. 
and ſome out of Hatred to the Men, haye forſook 


the Religion they were of. Thus it was uſual ther 
amongſt the Jews, upon any Diſguſt, to go over The 
to the Schiſm of the Samaritans, and for no better 3 
Reaſon, for the Samaritans to return to the Jess. they 
And the ſame Thing Perſonal Hatred and Emula- dare 
tion has effected amongſt Chriſtians; ſo croſs and chat 


wayward is the Humour of Man! To theſe and pre- 
the like Cauſes may be truly aſſigned all the He- het 
reſies that have rent and diſturbed the Church of — 
Chriſt ; that of the Knofticks, Arians, Socinians, |} 
Kunene, with the whole Troop of reproachful 
Names, by which their Authors have perpetuated eve 
their Wickedneſs and Infamy to lateſt Poſterity, 1 
And is it not to the ſame Original that we owe the | 


Hereſies that abound among us at this Day ? To o 
what but Pride and Opiniatry can we impute the 35 wa 
reviving the Arian and Socinian Hereſies, which aa 
have been baffled and confounded under the Guard | 72 
and Management of much more able Patrons? To ha 
what but looſe Principles and vicious Inclinations why 

can we attribute the Coolneſs and affected Diſre- 1 

gard to Religion, and Contempt of them that more Ch 
immediately belong to it? To what but Intereſt pr 
and Prejudice can we aſſign the groundleſs and ob- 3 
ſtinate Separation ſtill continued amongſt us? And 2 


when * they tell us, they agree with us in F unda- 


mentals, 
* The Separatiſts, 


15 
mentals, and only differ about Ceremonies, and a 
few indifferent Things. May not our Holy Ma- 


ther the Church take up her Parable, and ſay, 


Thou wicked and perverſe Servant, out of thy own 
Mouth will I 1 75 thee; Thou et 


they are but diffrent Thing s, for which thou 
dareſt to rend Chriſt's Body, to divide his Church, 
that Church which he Wc with his moſt 
precious Blood: Does not ſuch a Schiſm carry an 
heavy Load of Guilt with it? Can it, without 
God's eſpecial Grace and Mercy upon their ſincere 
Repentance, be leſs than fatal? But, good Men! 
they are for Peace, and talk much of Charity, 


even at- the Time they are br caking the Peace of 


Chriſt's Church, and refuſing to join with their 


Fellow-Chriſtians, in commemorating the higheſt 


Act of \ Love and Charity to Mankind that ever 
was. Thus the Harlot in the Proverbs, She eaterh 


and wipeth her Mouth, and ſaith, I have done no 
IWickedneſs. Prov. xxx. 20. Once more, To what 
but Self-Conceit and Popularity can we aſſig n the 


virulent and obſtinate Oppoſition to all Order and 


Decency, and to the well-eſtabliſhed Laws of our 


Church, carried on by a Set of enthuſiaſtick Men, 


pretending to more illuminating Knowledge, and 

vainly boaſting of more ſtrict Piety and religious 

Zeal than many of the facred F 'unction, who with 
3 leſs 
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Wu 


leſs Noiſe, and a better Senſe of their Chriſtian Ob- tick 


ligaticns, are painfully diligent, and very conſcien- (F Inq 
tious in the Diſcharge of their miniſterial Duties; the 
powerfully enforcing and recommending the Holy I oth 
Doctrine of the Blefied Jeſus, their God and Saviour, Ver 
by their pious Labours and exemplary Lives ? Fire ave 
I am, that the Church of Rome is well pleaſed with Y ver 
our moſt ſcandalous Diviſions ; her ſubtle Emiſſaries h 
and zealous Abcttors know what Uſe to: make of MM xg 
them; they with Tranſport behold Party-Zeal Y Il 
trampling apon the Church of England, the great Y wh 
Bulwark againſt Popery ; and the different Secta- apt 
ries, though diſagreeing in other Matters, yet in ine 
this Particular firmly united, however variouſly Y Þf: 
purſuing its final Deſtruction. This being che 7007 
only Thing, perhaps, the Partizans are unanimous P/ 
in, and for which the Pope and his tyrannical ad- wi 
herents will condeſcend to ſhew them ſo much Fa- F Fe 
vour as to let them be reſerved as the laſt precious ſiſ 
Morſel to be devoured. In ſhort, with our moſt hi 
excellent Church will fall the beſt-poized Monar- ce 
chy upon Earth; with the Demolition of this glo- ca 
rious Church, furious Bigotry and Popiſh Non- th 
ſenſe will ſucceed, and poſſeſs the Land, to the of 
Excluſion of a numerous Race of Proteſtant -" 
= Princes, and in their ſtead Men of {laviſh Princi- M 
ples, and of implacable Hatred to Proteſtant Here- pe 


ticks, 


E 
ticks, will be ſet to rule over us, with an helliſn 
Inquiſition to torment us. Theſe probably will be 
the direful Effects of our ſcandalous Diviſions, and 
other numberleſs Sins, which cry to Heaven for 


Vengeance againſt us, and which nothing can 


avert from overwhelming us, but a ſpeedy, unt- 
verſal, and unfeigned Repentance : fo that He, 


who both Ears to hear, let him nk Matth. xi. 


15. But to proceed: 
The many Hereſies and Schiſms in the Church is 


what all good Chriſtians lament. Some indeed are 


apt haſtily to conclude, that God's Goodneſs would 
incline him to heal her Wounds, and fay with the 


Pſalmiſt, Hath God forgotten to be gracious, and 


will he ſour up his Loving-kindneſs in Diſpleaſure ? 
P/al. Ixxvii. 9. But upon farther Reflexion, they 
will anſwer with him, Iz is mine own Infirmity. v. 10. 
For ſuch a Method of Proceeding would be incon- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom of God, and contrary to to 
his ſettled Laws of Governing the World. To ne- 


ceſſary Agents he hath decreed Laws which they 


cannot exceed : The Sun, Moon, and Stars in 
their Courſes obſerve inviolably the Appointment 


of their Great Creator ; but to moral Agents he 


propoſes moral Motive and Inducements. To 
Men he has declared what he commands, and ex- 
- my from them ; what fhall be the glorious Re- 


C Ward 


Fx : 7 
ward of their, Obedience; what the diſmal Conſe- 
quenee of their Diſobedience ; and thereby hath 
united their Duty and Intereſt... And this is ſuffi- 
cient. to influence and direct rational Creatures. 
To have done more would have been to have quite 
altered the Nature of Man, and to have conſti- 
tuted a quite different Being from what he now is: 


It would have been to have taken away the Virtue 


and Worth of Religion, for that confiſts in a free 


and willing Choice; and inſtead of promoting 


Obedience to God, it would have perfectly de- 


ſtroyed it; for that is properly no Obedience, 


where a Man obeys becauſe he cannot help it. 


As then it is clearly conſiſtent with God's Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom to have created Man a rational Be- 


ing, endowed with Freedom of Choice, and Liberty 


of Action; ſo it is no leſs agreeable to the Divine 


Attributes of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to continue 


Man in the ſame State of Liberty and Freedom 
in which he was created. Life and Death, Bleſ- 


ſing and Curling, are ſet before him; and if he 
will not chuſe the Good, and refuſe. the Evil, he 
has no one to blame for the Folly and Madneſs of 


his Choice, but Himſelf, and the Corruption and 


Naughtineſs of his own Heart. For to over-rule 
the Will, and neceſſarily to determine it to Good- 
nels, would be inconſiſtent with the Nature of a 


free 


free Apent'; ; whoſe Ferdi * collins in a Power 
to eme Virtue or Vice, without any abſolute 
Hindrance or Reſtraint. What momentous Rea- 
ſon can be aſſigned for the wiſe Governor of the 
Univerſe to alter the Nature of Man, and from a 
free Agent to make him a neceſſary one? The 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God cannot juſtly be im- 
peached in Creating Man a free Agent; without 


Free-Agency it is impoſſible to conceive. ow there 9 
could be any ſuch Thing as Religion in the World, Wi 
and without Religion no Title to Rewards and A 


Puniſhments in the next Life. — 
In ſhort, ſome Men are reſolved to find F aült 1 
with the Wiſdom and Goodnefs of Almighty God, 
in creating Beings capable of obtaining everlaſting 
Happineſs, and avoiding eternal Milery, by their 
Obedience to his Divine Will ; becauſe they them- 
ſelves are determined to oratify their irregular Paſ- 
| ons and Inclinations, though it be with the For- 
feiture of Heaven : But the Ways of God are ut 
_ equal, when the Ways of Men are unequal ; Though 1 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him, Righte- .._ 
ouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitation of his &. eat, LE 


Hai Ser 2, | | N 
Wonderful and various are the wiſe Ends and | it 
Purpoſes, to which all God's Diſpenſations ſerve, 
and which we may never be able to diſcover ; ma- 
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11 
ny of which in the next Life we may be able to 
comprehend with Admiration and Aſtoniſhment, 
enough even in this Life to ſatisfy all reaſonable, 
and to filence the Objections of all unreaſonable 
Perſons : Among theſe the Apoſtle aſſigns a very 
good Uſe and Purpoſe, to which Hereſies in Cod's 
Church do ſerve, namely, That the — may 
be made manifeſt among you. 

But the Limits of Diſcourſing will not permit 
me to dwell on this Head: Therefore, 


Mou to Cod the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Three Perſons, but One God, be aſcribed, as is mc/} 
due, all Honour, Glory, 1 Praiſe, Might, 


Majeſty, and. Dominion, both Now, and Ever more. 
Amen. 
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